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Saldanha Bay: At a Glance

80.4%

Education
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75.8%Learner Retention Rate

30.4

Poverty
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Poverty Head Count Ratio (UBPL)

0.59

73.7%

2023 2023

Immunisation 
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Health

Primary Health 

Care Facilities

8
(excl. mobile/satellite 

clinics)

40.8%

Maternal Mortality Ratio 

(per 100 000 live births)

0.0 13.9%

Teenage Pregnancies –

Delivery rate to women 
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2023/24

Actual number of reported cases in 2023/24Safety and Security
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48
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Demographics

130 530
(Source: MYPE)

Population

40 872
(Source: MYPE)

Households

Population Estimates, 2024 (MYPE); Household estimates, 2024 (MYPE)

Access to Basic Service Delivery Percentage of households with access to basic services, 2023 (Quantec)

Water
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92.0%

Electricity Sanitation Formal Housing

94.2% 92.7% 86.7%

Labour 2023
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23.1%

Socio-economic Risks
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Job losses

Low learner retention

Low skills base (Labour)

Largest 3 Sectors Contribution to GDP, 2023

Finance, insurance, real estate 

and business services
Agriculture, forestry and fishing Manufacturing

21.0% 20.0% 19.0%



This publication is produced by the Provincial Treasury for each of the Western Cape municipalities on

an annual basis. These socio-economic profiles provide each municipality with up-to-date

socio-economic data as well as analysis pertaining to the municipal area, to assist in planning,

budgeting and the prioritisation of municipal services.

The profiles include information on recent trends in GDP and labour market performance,

demographics, education and health outcomes. It further unpacks per capita income, inequality and

poverty, access to housing and basic services as well as crime levels. A new addition to the profile is the

inclusion of risk and vulnerability indicators related to climate change which is critical to development.

Valuable insight can be gained as to the developmental challenges faced by communities residing

within a specific geographical area. While some developmental challenges are not within the

municipality’s mandate to address, these profiles also provide spatial information for other spheres of

Government in order to improve the quality of lives of people within each municipal area.

This profile uses data primarily sourced from Statistics South Africa, administrative data from sector

departments, the Municipal Economic Review and Outlook (MERO), Global Insight Regional Explorer

and Quantec. The data sourced from sector departments are the most recent that is available. The

Statistics South Africa 2022 Census contains the latest survey data available at municipal level.

The format of the profile allows for easy readability with the data being displayed in infographics,

followed by the relevant trend analyses.

The information contained in this profile highlights information for the Saldanha Bay Municipality in

relation to the broader West Coast District.
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Gender and Age Dynamics
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Population and Household Growth

Saldanha Bay's population is projected to grow from 130 530 in 2024 to approximately 143 893 by 2029,

reflecting a steady annual growth rate of around 1.6 per cent. This growth is indicative of the area's

appeal due to its economic development and coastal lifestyle. This context highlights Saldanha Bay’s

role as a significant contributor to the overall population increase in the region, necessitating careful

urban planning to accommodate the influx of new residents.

The number of households in Saldanha Bay is anticipated to decline from 40 872 in 2024 annually by

21.8 per cent, showcasing a negative growth rate. This trend underscores the demand for housing as

the municipality develops. Ensuring that infrastructure and community services can keep pace with this

demand will be crucial for maintaining quality of life for residents.

Gender and Age Dynamics

The overall sex ratio (SR) in Saldanha Bay reflects a balanced demographic pattern. The municipality

has a gender distribution of approximately 50.4 per cent male and 49.5 per cent female, leading to a

sex ratio of about 101. This implies that for every 100 women, there are roughly 101 men in the total

population. Projections suggest that this trend will remain stable over the next few years, with minimal

variation anticipated through 2029. Fluctuations in the sex ratio could be influenced by various factors,

including migration patterns and employment trends in sectors that attract more males. Understanding

these demographic dynamics is crucial for economic analysis, as it highlights potential shifts in labor

force participation, workforce composition, and societal patterns, providing valuable insights for

strategic economic planning.

The demographic distribution within Saldanha Bay showcases distinct age groups represented through

a dependency ratio, which compares the workforce (ages 15-64) to dependents (children and seniors).

As of 2024, the population aged 65 and older is projected to grow from 7 622 to 9 227 by 2029, reflecting

an increase of approximately 21 per cent. This trend suggests factors such as improved life expectancy

or the area becoming increasingly attractive as a retirement destination. Conversely, the working-age

population is expected to stabilize, with figures ranging from 93 813 to 100 269 during the same period.

Consequently, the dependency ratio is anticipated to remain stable around 39.1, indicating ongoing

pressure on social services due to the increasing proportion of dependents. This demographic insight is

essential for economic planning, highlighting potential challenges in resource allocation and social

welfare programs as the municipality adapts to an evolving age structure.

Analyzing age and gender together reveals both opportunities and challenges in Saldanha Bay's

demographic structure. The increasing proportion of elderly individuals, along with a balanced gender

ratio, necessitates careful consideration of healthcare services, social support systems, and community

engagement initiatives. The West Coast District faces similar challenges, highlighting the need for

collaborative strategies to address the implications of aging populations. Ensuring that both young and

elderly residents have access to appropriate resources and support is vital for fostering a thriving,

inclusive community. By addressing these dynamics, Saldanha Bay can better position itself for

sustainable growth in the coming years.

DEMOGRAPHICS
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Age Cohorts

Saldanha Bay's age cohort distribution reveals a diverse demographic landscape. The population aged

0 - 14 is projected to grow slightly from 29 095 in 2024 to 30 472 by 2029, indicating a need for expanded

educational resources and childcare services. The working-age group (15 - 64) is expected to stabilize,

suggesting a robust labor force. However, the significant increase in the elderly population (65+)

necessitates targeted policies addressing healthcare and social support. This demographic shift

indicates potential socio-economic challenges, including increased healthcare costs and a greater

demand for age-appropriate services, which will require strategic planning to foster an inclusive

environment for all age groups.

Population density

Population density in Saldanha Bay serves as a critical indicator of urban development and resource

allocation. As of 2024, Saldanha Bay's density is anticipated to be approximately 64.8 people per square

kilometer. In comparison, the West Coast District's overall density is around 124 people per square

kilometer. This significant difference necessitates effective planning to address housing, infrastructure,

and service demands. As urbanization in Saldanha Bay continues, it may spur economic activities but

also pose challenges related to congestion and environmental sustainability. These density figures

highlight the importance of targeted development strategies to manage the implications of increasing

urban concentration, ensuring that Saldanha Bay remains a viable and attractive place for residents

and businesses alike.

Bergrivier: 78 257 people

Saldanha Bay: 130 530 people

Cederberg: 62 693 people

Matzikama: 73 980 people

Swartland: 146 802 people

DEMOGRAPHICS
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EDUCATION
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EDUCATION

Introduction

The socio-economic impact of education within municipalities is profound and multifaceted, touching

various aspects of community development and individual well-being. Quality education equips

individuals with essential skills, knowledge, and critical thinking abilities, empowering them to participate

meaningfully in the local economy. As the educational attainment level rises within a municipality, there

is a corresponding increase in employment opportunities and higher earning potential for residents.

Additionally, an educated workforce attracts investments and industries, fostering economic growth

and stability. Education also plays a pivotal role in reducing poverty and promoting social equity by

breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty.

Learner enrollment

In 2023, Saldanha Bay reported 20 966 learners enrolled in local schools. While this is a significant

number, it constitutes just a portion of the broader West Coast District, which has a total enrollment of

69t181 learners. Despite being a key municipality in the district, Saldanha Bay’s enrollment figure is

relatively small in comparison, suggesting that a large number of learners in the surrounding areas are

enrolled in other schools either in nearby municipalities or districts. This demographic distribution

highlights the potential need for increased investment in educational opportunities within Saldanha Bay

to ensure every learner in the municipality has access to quality education within their own community.

Moreover, the figures show that there is a significant role for Saldanha Bay to play in attracting more

learners to its schools through community-focused educational initiatives. With continued growth in

learner numbers, expanding educational resources and infrastructure will become increasingly

necessary to meet the growing demands of the population.

Education infrastructure and facilities

Saldanha Bay is home to 24 schools, which represents a relatively modest number compared to the

123 schools in the broader West Coast District. While the municipality provides a good educational

foundation with a mix of primary and secondary institutions, it falls short in comparison to the larger

district. This gap may present challenges for learners who live in more remote areas, as fewer schools

mean that students might have to travel longer distances to attend school, which can contribute to

absenteeism or higher dropout rates. Furthermore, 58.33 per cent of schools in Saldanha Bay are no-fee

schools, which is a significant factor in ensuring educational access for children from lower-income

families. This figure demonstrates the municipality's commitment to making education affordable and

accessible to all learners, regardless of socio-economic background. However, the West Coast District

as a whole has a higher proportion of 73.17 per cent no-fee schools, reflecting a more robust network of

schools providing affordable education. The relatively lower number of schools in Saldanha Bay

compared to the district's total underscores the importance of continuing to expand educational

infrastructure in the municipality to ensure equitable access to education for all learners, particularly in

underserved areas.
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EDUCATION

Learner Retention Rate

The retention rate for learners in grades 10 to 12 in Saldanha Bay stands at 75.8 per cent, which is slightly

lower than the 78.8 per cent retention rate for the entire West Coast District. This indicates that Saldanha

Bay faces some challenges in keeping learners enrolled in secondary school, especially as they progress

into the higher grades. Retention rates are an important indicator of the overall health of an

educational system, as lower retention often signals issues such as disengagement, a lack of support for

struggling students, or barriers to continuing education, such as financial constraints. While Saldanha

Bay's retention rate is still relatively high, it lags behind the district average, which suggests that

additional efforts are needed to improve engagement in the higher grades. Strategies to address this

could include more focused career guidance programs, expanded extracurricular activities, and

enhanced support for learners at risk of dropping out. Improving retention in Saldanha Bay not only

ensures that more students complete their education, but it also increases the long-term socio-

economic prospects of the community. Additionally, it reduces the potential for generational poverty

by offering youth a solid educational foundation that opens up further opportunities in the workforce or

higher education.

Learner teacher ratio

The learner-teacher ratio in Saldanha Bay is 30.39, which is somewhat higher than the 29.7 ratio in the

West Coast District. This means that, on average, there are more students per teacher in Saldanha Bay

compared to the district at large. A higher learner-teacher ratio can have multiple negative

implications, such as less individualized attention for students, more challenging classroom

management, and increased stress on teachers. When the ratio exceeds a certain threshold, it can be

detrimental to both the quality of teaching and the learning experience. In Saldanha Bay, the learner-

teacher ratio of over 30 learners per teacher may present challenges for educators in meeting the

needs of each student, particularly those who require extra support. Lowering the learner-teacher ratio

can help alleviate these pressures, ensuring that teachers have more time and resources to dedicate to

each learner. This can improve overall student performance, reduce dropout rates, and ultimately lead

to better educational outcomes for the entire municipality. Addressing this issue will require more

investment in hiring and training teachers, as well as enhancing educational infrastructure to ensure

class sizes are manageable and conducive to effective learning.

Education outcomes

When it comes to education outcomes, Saldanha Bay’s matric pass rate of 80.4 per cent in 2023 is a

notable achievement. This rate is higher than the 77.7 per cent pass rate for the broader West Coast

District, indicating that Saldanha Bay has a relatively strong track record in preparing learners for their

final year of secondary education. A higher matric pass rate often correlates with well-resourced

schools, effective teaching methods, and good student motivation, all of which appear to be in place

in Saldanha Bay. However, while this pass rate is encouraging, the municipality cannot afford to be

complacent. There is still work to be done in areas such as improving learner retention rates and further

supporting struggling students. The higher pass rate in Saldanha Bay also signals that, although the

municipality faces challenges in learner retention and infrastructure, the learners who do complete their

education are generally well-prepared for the next stage of their lives, whether that be entering the

workforce or pursuing further education. The district’s slightly lower matric pass rate could be attributed

to several factors, including the learner-teacher ratio, access to resources, and the proportion of no-fee

schools. In order to maintain and build upon these outcomes, Saldanha Bay and the West Coast District

must continue to focus on enhancing the educational experience for all learners, supporting both

academic achievement and the development of critical life skills.
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Healthcare facilities

In the fiscal year 2023/24, Saldanha Bay reported 8 fixed primary healthcare (PHC) clinics, with 3 mobile

clinics and no community day centres (CDCs). This is in stark contrast to the West Coast District, which

has 26 fixed PHC clinics, 38 mobile clinics, and 1 CDC. This difference indicates a relatively smaller and

more concentrated healthcare infrastructure in Saldanha Bay compared to the broader West Coast

District, which offers a more diverse set of healthcare facilities to its residents. Saldanha Bay has 8 ART

clinics and 9 TB clinics, while the West Coast District has 59 TB clinics and 41 ART clinics. Despite Saldanha

Bay having fewer ART and TB facilities, it still represents a critical service hub within its smaller healthcare

network, especially in terms of TB care, where it contributes to a substantial share of the district's total TB

treatment sites. Furthermore, while Saldanha Bay has 1 district hospital, the West Coast District operates

a significantly larger network of healthcare facilities, including 7 district hospitals. The smaller scale of

Saldanha Bay's healthcare infrastructure may have implications for accessibility and responsiveness,

particularly in providing specialized care. Ensuring that Saldanha Bay can meet its healthcare needs is

important for both public health outcomes and socio-economic development, as access to healthcare

is a key factor in sustaining a healthy and productive population.

Emergency medical services

In the fiscal year 2023, Saldanha Bay had 0.4 operational ambulances per 10 000 population, a figure

that has remained stable since 2020. This is significantly lower than the 0.6 ambulances per 10 000

population in the West Coast District, indicating a substantial gap in emergency medical service

provision between Saldanha Bay and the broader district. The disparity suggests that residents in

Saldanha Bay may face longer response times in medical emergencies, which can negatively affect

health outcomes, particularly in rural areas or during critical situations. The limited ambulance coverage

in Saldanha Bay highlights the need for further investment in emergency medical services to ensure

timely access to care and reduce the risks associated with delayed medical interventions. The

difference in ambulance availability also underscores the broader challenges of healthcare access in

more sparsely populated regions, where resources can be stretched thinner. Improving ambulance

services could contribute to enhanced healthcare delivery, improved public health outcomes, and

more equitable access to emergency care for the population of Saldanha Bay.

Maternal health

In the fiscal year 2023/24, Saldanha Bay reported a maternal mortality ratio (MMR) of 0.0. This suggests

that maternal deaths in Saldanha Bay during this period were either absent or very low, which could

indicate improvements in maternal healthcare services or reporting inaccuracies. On the other hand,

the delivery rate to women aged 10-19 in Saldanha Bay was 13.9 per cent, which is relatively high when

compared to the West Coast District's rate of 14.9 per cent, indicating that adolescent pregnancies

remain a concern in both areas, although the rates are similar. The termination of pregnancy rate in

Saldanha Bay was also higher at 0.7 per cent compared to the West Coast District's 0.5 per cent,

suggesting a slightly higher incidence of pregnancies being terminated in Saldanha Bay. Overall, while

Saldanha Bay has a relatively low maternal mortality rate, the challenges related to teenage

pregnancies and pregnancy terminations remain consistent with regional trends, requiring ongoing

attention and targeted interventions to improve maternal health outcomes and reduce adolescent

pregnancies.

HEALTH
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Child health

In the 2023/24 fiscal year, the health indicators for Saldanha Bay and the West Coast District (WCD)

reveal notable differences. Saldanha Bay's immunisation rate was significantly lower than WCD's, with

40.8 per cent compared to WCD's 71.6 per cent. This highlights a major gap in vaccination coverage,

suggesting that Saldanha Bay may need targeted interventions to improve immunisation uptake,

possibly through increased awareness, outreach, or healthcare access. In contrast, Saldanha Bay had a

lower malnutrition rate (1.8 per cent) compared to WCD's 2.7 per cent, indicating relatively better

nutritional health in Saldanha Bay, though both figures suggest that continued efforts are needed to

address this issue in both municipalities. Regarding neonatal mortality, Saldanha Bay's rate was 5.0 per

1 000 live births, which was slightly higher than WCD's rate of 4.6, signaling a need for enhanced

maternal and child healthcare services in Saldanha Bay. Lastly, WCD had a higher percentage of low

birth weight babies at 12.1% compared to Saldanha Bay's 9.1 per cent, pointing to a more pressing

challenge in WCD concerning maternal health and prenatal care. Overall, these disparities indicate

that while Saldanha Bay has some areas of concern, such as immunisation rates and neonatal mortality,

WCD faces its own set of challenges, particularly around low birth weight and malnutrition. Both regions

would benefit from focused interventions to address these specific health issues.

HIV/AIDS & Tuberculosis

In the 2023/24 fiscal year, Saldanha Bay reported 4 649 registered ART patients and 391 new cases,

reflecting the ongoing challenges of HIV management in the area. Compared to the West Coast

District, which had 15 171 registered ART patients and 1 235 new cases, Saldanha Bay’s smaller

population indicates that managing healthcare needs may be more localized but still significant. The

infant HIV positivity rate at birth was 0.5 per cent in Saldanha Bay, and the West Coast District’s

0.2 per cent, highlighting persistent risks of vertical transmission. The region also reported 869 TB patients

on treatment, a lower number than the West Coast District’s 3 558, suggesting either a lower burden of

disease or possible issues with healthcare access. Immunization rates in Saldanha Bay were

72.1 per cent, close to the West Coast District’s 71.6 per cent, reflecting generally strong vaccination

efforts, but still below the ideal target for herd immunity. These health indicators underscore the

socio-economic challenges in both municipalities, including access to healthcare, population density,

and the impact of socio-economic factors on disease prevalence and health outcomes. Continued

investment in healthcare infrastructure and targeted public health strategies are crucial to address

these ongoing issues.

HEALTH
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GDPR Per Capita

For GDPR Per Capita in Saldanha Bay, we see a notable growth trend from 2019 through 2026. In 2019,

the GDP per capita was R78 767, which increased consistently to R90 634 in 2023. Projections for the

next few years suggest continued growth, with an anticipated increase to R99 560 by 2026. This upward

trajectory indicates a steady improvement in the local economy, surpassing the West Coast region's

average in recent years, particularly with Saldanha Bay’s per capita GDP consistently higher than the

broader West Coast region in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023. These figures suggest that Saldanha Bay may

be experiencing stronger economic growth relative to its neighboring municipalities within the West

Coast District.

Income Inequality

In terms of income inequality in Saldanha Bay, the Gini coefficient for various racial groups reflects a

notable disparity. The data shows that for the African population, the income inequality index is 0.55,

while for the White and Coloured populations, it is lower, at 0.42 and 0.53, respectively. The income

inequality for the total population is 0.59, which is relatively high, indicating that there is a significant

income gap between different racial groups in the municipality. This is consistent with broader trends in

the Western Cape and other regions, where economic disparities across racial groups remain

prevalent, even though income inequality in Saldanha Bay is slightly higher than the regional average

of 0.58. This suggests that addressing income inequality in Saldanha Bay is still a priority for improving

social and economic equity.

Poverty Line

In terms of poverty, Saldanha Bay has shown fluctuations in its poverty headcount index over the years,

indicating a persistent challenge in reducing poverty. The percentage of the population living below

the South African Upper Bound Poverty Line (UBPL) has varied between 70.8 per cent in 1993 and a

peak of 79.3 per cent in 2000, reflecting the socio-economic pressures faced by the municipality during

this period. More recently, the rate has hovered between 71 per cent and 74 per cent, with the latest

available data showing that 73.7 per cent of Saldanha Bay’s population remains below the poverty line

as of 2023. This percentage, though lower than in some previous years, underscores the ongoing

challenge of poverty in the area. When compared to the broader West Coast District (DC1), where the

poverty headcount index ranges between 71.2 per cent and 79.1 per cent, Saldanha Bay’s poverty

rate is slightly lower, yet it still reveals that a significant portion of the population continues to face

economic hardship.
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Introduction

The Constitution of South Africa guarantees every citizen the right to access adequate housing, with the state

obligated to employ reasonable legislative and other measures, within available resources, to progressively

realise this right. Access to housing encompasses essential services such as clean water, basic sanitation, safe

energy sources, and waste removal, ensuring households maintain a decent standard of living. This analysis

examines the extent to which this constitutional mandate has been achieved, drawing from the latest data

provided by Quantec Research in 2022. While the most recent official statistics stem from Statistics South

Africa's 2016 Community Survey, the forthcoming 2022 Census is expected to provide updated figures.

Information regarding free basic services is derived from Statistics South Africa's Non-Financial Census of

Municipalities survey findings, offering crucial insights into the state of essential services and housing

conditions within the nation.

Housing and Household Services

1. Housing Types and Living Conditions

The housing profile in Saldanha Bay is predominantly formal, with 86.7 per cent of households living in brick

structures on separate stands or yards, which is lower than the regional average of 89.1 per cent in the West

Coast District. This reflects relatively higher levels of urbanization and access to formal housing compared to

other areas in the district. However, informal housing still exists in Saldanha Bay, with around 6 per cent of

households residing in informal structures, either in backyards or informal settlements. This indicates that,

despite the high proportion of formal housing, the municipality faces ongoing challenges related to informal

settlements, which are often associated with lower income levels and substandard living conditions. While the

area’s housing stock may be considered more developed than others, continued efforts are necessary to

reduce informal housing and ensure that housing conditions align with the broader goals of socio-economic

upliftment.

2. Water Services

In Saldanha Bay, access to water is generally good, with 97.8 per cent of households benefiting from piped

water inside their dwelling, a slightly lower percentage compared to the broader West Coast District (DC1),

which stands at 98.8 per cent. However, there remains a reliance on communal water sources, with around

7 per cent of households using public taps, indicating that while infrastructure is largely in place, there are still

areas with limited access to private water connections. A small portion of the population (6 per cent) still

depends on alternative sources such as boreholes, water vendors, and river or stream water, highlighting

disparities in access within the municipality. While the situation is better than in many rural areas, these figures

point to potential infrastructure gaps and the need for continuous investment in water services to ensure

equitable access, particularly in more remote or economically disadvantaged areas of Saldanha Bay.

3. Sanitation Services

Sanitation services in Saldanha Bay are relatively advanced, with 92.7 per cent of households having access

to flush toilets connected to a sewerage system. This is below the West Coast District average of

94.5 per cent, indicating that the municipality has made significant strides in improving access to sanitation.

Moreover, a small fraction of households (around 1 per cent) still have no access to sanitation facilities at all,

underscoring the need for continued focus on addressing sanitation backlogs in lower-income and rural

areas. The relatively high access to sewerage systems is a positive indicator of urban planning and

infrastructure development, yet the municipality must strive to eliminate informal sanitation solutions,

especially given their health and environmental implications.

BASIC SERVICE DELIVERY

2024 Socio-Economic Profile:  Saldanha Bay Municipality 17



4. Refuse Removal

Refuse removal services in Saldanha Bay are robust, with 92 per cent of households receiving waste

collection at least once a week, which is higher than the West Coast District average of 87.7 per cent.

This reflects a strong commitment from the municipality to maintaining a clean and healthy

environment, which is essential for public health and quality of life. However, despite the high level of

service, there remains a small portion of households (approximately 5 per cent) that do not have

regular refuse removal services, often in rural or more isolated areas. This discrepancy highlights that

while urban areas are well-served, rural communities may still face logistical challenges in receiving

regular waste disposal services. Ensuring that all areas within Saldanha Bay, including informal

settlements, have reliable waste removal services is essential to maintaining the municipality’s positive

track record in this domain.

5. Energy for Lighting

The energy situation in Saldanha Bay is generally favorable, with approximately 94.2 per cent of

households having access to electricity for lighting, which is below the West Coast District average of

95.8 per cent. This indicates strong infrastructure and electrification coverage in the municipality, which

is a critical aspect of economic development and quality of life. However, despite the relatively high

levels of access, there remains a small but notable proportion of households still relying on alternative

lighting sources, such as paraffin (2 per cent) and candles (1 per cent). The use of such alternatives

presents potential safety hazards and environmental concerns. While these figures reflect progress in

electrification, the municipality must continue efforts to ensure that even the most rural or

disadvantaged areas are fully integrated into the electricity grid, thereby reducing the reliance on

unsafe and inefficient lighting options.

Free Basic Services

The need for free basic services in Saldanha Bay remains crucial, particularly for households facing

economic vulnerability. Despite significant infrastructure improvements in areas like water and

sanitation, financial challenges persist for low-income households. Given the continued economic

pressures in the region, especially from rising living costs and unemployment, the demand for free basic

services is likely to increase. This increase will result in a higher number of indigent households qualifying

for assistance, making it essential for the municipality to maintain and expand its free basic services

program. In response, the municipality must ensure that these services are equitably distributed and that

vulnerable populations continue to have access to essential utilities, which are vital for health, dignity,

and overall well-being. These measures are particularly important as economic disparities could

deepen if access to basic services is not universally guaranteed.

BASIC SERVICE DELIVERY
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SAFETY AND SECURITY 
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Murder

Saldanha Bay’s murder rate has been relatively low, with a slight increase from 29 per 100 000 in 2022/23

to 37 in 2023/24. This marks a modest uptick but still remains lower compared to West Coast, which has

seen a consistent decline, from 35 in 2021/22 to 30 in 2023/24. While Saldanha Bay’s rates are still on the

lower end, the increase in the last year suggests a possible emerging trend that could be tied to local

socio-economic pressures or specific incidents. West Coast's steady decline, on the other hand, reflects

a more consistent trend in successful crime prevention strategies and community safety efforts. Both

municipalities, however, remain relatively safe with low overall murder rates.

Sexual Offences

Saldanha Bay has experienced fluctuations in sexual offences, from 60 in 2021/22 to 80 in 2022/23,

before dropping again to 62 in 2023/24. The rise in 2022/23 may reflect increased reporting or a

temporary surge in incidents, but the subsequent decrease indicates that this was not part of a

longer-term trend. Comparatively, West Coast saw a slight increase from 97 in 2021/22 to 106 in 2022/23,

before dropping to 87 in 2023/24. The decrease in both municipalities in 2023/24 might suggest that

prevention and reporting mechanisms have become more effective, or that public awareness

campaigns are beginning to have an impact. Continued efforts in combating sexual violence and

providing victim support services are essential in both regions.

Drug-related Offences

Drug-related crime in Saldanha Bay has decreased from 679 per 100 000 in 2022/23 to 571 in 2023/24, a

significant decline from the previous year. However, the figures are still high compared to West Coast,

where drug-related crime has steadily increased from 901 in 2021/22 to 963 in 2023/24. The drop in

Saldanha Bay may reflect successful interventions, but the overall prevalence of drug crime in the West

Coast district signals a broader regional issue that demands further attention. Both regions face

challenges related to drug abuse and trafficking, with Saldanha Bay showing a more positive trend in

the short term, although it still requires continued law enforcement focus and preventive measures.

Driving under the influence (DUI)

Saldanha Bay has seen a significant increase in DUI offenses, from 63 per 100,000 in 2021/22 to 161 in

2022/23, and a sharp rise to 237 in 2023/24. This suggests a growing problem with alcohol or drug-related

driving in the area, likely linked to social behaviors or specific local events. In contrast, West Coast also

saw an increase, from 97 in 2021/22 to 198 in 2023/24, but at a more gradual pace. The sharp rise in

Saldanha Bay calls for urgent action, including more stringent traffic law enforcement, awareness

campaigns, and stronger community initiatives to reduce DUI offenses. The growing trend in both areas

indicates a need for more effective measures to address driving under the influence.

Residential Burglaries

Saldanha Bay has seen a decline in residential burglaries, dropping from 741 in 2021/22 to 655 in

2023/24. This is a positive trend compared to West Coast, which has seen a steady increase from 481 in

2021/22 to 505 in 2023/24. Despite this decrease, Saldanha Bay still experiences a higher burglary rate

compared to the regional average. The municipality will need to continue improving residential security,

building stronger community safety networks, and investing in crime prevention programs. Both areas,

however, still face significant challenges in reducing property crimes.

SAFETY AND SECURITY
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Common Assault

Saldanha Bay's common assault rates have been increasing, from 530 in 2021/22 to 650 in 2023/24. This

sharp increase signals growing tensions or a possible increase in violent altercations, which may be

exacerbated by social or economic pressures. West Coast has seen a more modest increase, from 564

in 2021/22 to 578 in 2023/24. The rising trend in Saldanha Bay may indicate a need for greater focus on

community engagement, conflict resolution programs, and interventions aimed at reducing

interpersonal violence. These types of crimes can often be addressed through effective public

education and stronger law enforcement.

Damage to Property

Saldanha Bay's malicious damage to property rates have remained relatively stable, with only a slight

decrease from 394 in 2021/22 to 381 in 2023/24. West Coast has seen a steady decline, from 340 in

2021/22 to 313 in 2023/24. The higher rate of malicious damage in Saldanha Bay suggests that there

may be localized issues, such as political or social unrest, driving these incidents. Continued investment

in community policing and engagement will be essential to reducing property damage in both

municipalities. Targeted crime prevention initiatives focused on community cohesion and reducing civil

unrest will be important.

Commercial Crime

Saldanha Bay has experienced a substantial rise in commercial crime, from 232 in 2022/23 to 411 in

2023/24. This sharp increase indicates a growing concern in the area related to fraud, theft, and other

financial crimes, possibly driven by economic factors or vulnerabilities within local businesses. West

Coast, in contrast, has seen a gradual increase from 176 in 2021/22 to 282 in 2023/24. The sharp surge in

Saldanha Bay suggests that more targeted efforts are needed to address commercial crime, which

may involve strengthening security measures in businesses, improving fraud detection systems, and

enhancing law enforcement's ability to investigate and prosecute financial crimes.

SAFETY AND SECURITY
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GDPR Performance

In 2023, the Saldanha Bay municipal area recorded a Gross Domestic Product (GDPR) of R9.345 billion,

solidifying its position as the primary catalyst for economic growth in the West Coast District (WCD)

throughout 2023. The economic landscape of the area is predominantly shaped by the finance and

agriculture sectors, which made substantial contributions of (21 per cent) and (20 per cent) to the

economy, respectively. Additionally, the manufacturing sector played a pivotal role, contributing

(19.0tper cent) to the municipal GDPR in 2023, with a concentration of businesses in Vredenburg. The

prevalence of remote work opportunities spurred increased activity in the property market and

heightened demand for personal services, particularly in St Helena Bay. The Port of Saldanha plays a

pivotal role in the municipal area's transport sector, facilitating substantial activities related to the export

of coal, iron ore, manganese, zinc, and lead. Operations at the port, combined with the advantages

provided by the Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone (IDZ), position the area attractively for new

investments, fostering job creation. Notable projects, such as the development of a green hydrogen

hub at the IDZ and the commissioning of a new crude oil pipeline by Oil tanking MOGS Saldanha, are

anticipated to further enhance transport and manufacturing sector activities, contributing significantly

to economic diversification.

GDPR Forecast

Despite numerous opportunities within the Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone (IDZ) that could

yield substantial economic benefits, business activities in the area have been hampered by challenges

such as load-shedding, high inflation, and escalating interest rates. Consequently, the Gross Domestic

Product (GDPR) growth is anticipated to decelerate to 0.9 per cent in 2024 in the Saldanha Bay

municipal area. A stable trajectory is projected for 2025, with a forecasted growth rate of 0.9 per cent,

declining below the average recorded in 2023 (1.9 per cent). However, the future economic growth

and employment prospects of the Saldanha Bay municipal area face potential risks, including the

prospect of diminished fishing grounds for the pelagic fishing industry, ongoing operational challenges

at the ArcelorMittal steel mill, and the risk of failing to realize the full potential of the Saldanha Bay IDZ.

GDPR PERFORMANCE
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Labour Market Performance

In 2022, the Saldanha Bay municipal area exhibited a labour force participation rate of 59.6 per cent,

which increased to 60.7 per cent in 2023. This upward trend indicates a growing share of the

working-age population actively engaging in economic activities, either through employment or

job-seeking efforts. The rise in participation suggests improving confidence in the labour market,

potentially driven by sectoral growth, increased job availability, or economic recovery efforts.

The labour absorption rate, or employment-to-population ratio, also saw a modest improvement, rising

from 45.5 per cent in 2022 to 46.7 per cent in 2023. This reflects a gradual increase in employment

opportunities within the region, although challenges such as skills mismatches and economic volatility

may still be influencing job accessibility. A higher absorption rate generally signifies that a larger portion

of the labour force is successfully finding employment, which can have positive implications for income

levels, household spending, and overall economic stability.

Meanwhile, the proportion of the working-age population classified as not economically active

declined from 48.1 per cent in 2022 to 47.4 per cent in 2023, indicating a shift toward greater workforce

involvement. A reduction in economic inactivity may suggest that more individuals are entering the job

market due to better employment prospects, government initiatives, or efforts to reduce dependency

on social support systems. However, it is essential to consider underlying factors, such as whether these

individuals are securing sustainable, long-term employment or temporary, short-term work.

While these labour market trends signal positive movement, challenges remain in ensuring inclusive job

creation, reducing unemployment, and fostering long-term economic growth. Continued investment in

skills development, education, and infrastructure will be critical in sustaining these improvements and

promoting a more dynamic and resilient labour market in the Saldanha Bay municipal area.

Skills Distribution

When considering skill levels, the workforce is categorized into skilled, semi-skilled, and low-skilled

segments. Of the total formal employment in Saldanha Bay, 20.4 per cent are classified as skilled

workers, 39.7 per cent as semi-skilled, and 39.9 per cent as low-skilled. This distribution underscores the

diversity of skills within the local workforce, contributing to the overall economic activities of the region.

Additionally, there is a notable presence of informal employment in Saldanha Bay, with 19.7 per cent

engaged in this sector. Informal employment often represents more flexible and less regulated work

arrangements, playing a significant role in the local economy. It's crucial to acknowledge the

importance of each employment category in contributing to the overall economic vitality of Saldanha

Bay. The formal sector provides stability and structure, while the informal sector contributes to flexibility

and adaptability within the labor market. As economic policies and strategies are formulated, a

comprehensive understanding of the distribution of employment across skill levels and sectors is essential

for fostering sustainable growth and development in the Saldanha Bay municipal area.

LABOUR MARKET PERFORMANCE
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RISK AND VULNERABILITY FACTORS

Environmental Threats

People face environmental threats, including

degraded ecosystems, wildfires, floods, coastal

erosion, poor air quality and waste disposal. These

can be mapped in combination with socio-economic

conditions and municipal response capacity to

create a basic map of where environmental risks are

the highest.

Climate Risks

The climate is slowly changing due to human-induced

greenhouse gas emissions. The changes expected by

mid-century are listed in the table.

Climate parameter Change from present 

conditions (projections 

for 2050)

Decrease in total 

annual rainfall

-70 mm

Decrease in number of 

days per year with 

>10mm of rain

-2 days

Decrease in maximum 

amount of rain in a 5-

day period 

-30 mm

Number of dry years 

per decade

6 years / decade (4 

years more than at 

present) 

Increase in average 

annual temperature

1.2°C

Additional days per 

year with 

temperatures above 

30°C

21 days

Days per year with 

temperatures below 

0°C

0 days

Sea-level rise 43 cm

(Source: https://www.elsenburg.com/wp-content/

uploads/2022/08/SmartAgri-Climate-Change.pdf)

https://www.elsenburg.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/SmartAgri-Climate-Change.pdf
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Environmental and Climate Change Risks

Saldanha Bay faces a number of environmental threats, including from deteriorating ecosystem

functioning, water security concerns, floods, wildfires and coastal erosion. Most of these risks coalesce in

the North. At the same time, modelling of climate systems allows us to anticipate what the climate will

look like later in the century, and hence where and how the environmental risks are likely to intensify.

Disaster Risks

Disaster Risk Management is important not only for everyday safety of people, but also to reduce the

costs of disasters when they strike. The table lists some ways in which climate change will impact disaster

risks identified in the Disaster Risk Assessment of the municipality.

Climate change impact on the top 10 Disaster Risks (based on the Saldanha 

Bay Municipality Disaster Risk Assessment, 2016)

Social conflict Climate related impacts on service 

delivery

Wildfires Increased frequency of fire-risk days

Increased flammability of biomass fuel

Major Hazard Installations Heat-related damage or 

malfunctioning

Transportation disruption

Structural fires Increased frequency of fire-risk days

Drought Increased likelihood of multiyear 

drought

Storm surge Increased wave runup and reach as 

coastal erosion and sea-level rise 

progresses

Water quality Acceleration of algal contamination

Reduced runoff increases pollution 

concentration

Increased dependency on water for 

irrigation

Power failure Overheating electricity infrastructure

Drought 

Climate change will result in decreases in rainfall in all seasons, with the biggest total decrease in winter.

Projections indicate that by 2050, drought risk in the West Coast District Municipality will increase from

2 possible drought years per decade to 6 years per decade. The lower overall rainfall combined with

higher rates of evaporation will increase the risk of water supplies running low. Insufficient water will

interrupt agricultural production as well as agricultural and marine product processing, whilst placing

severe constraints on towns and settlements.

Wildfires

Temperatures in the Saldanha Bay municipal area will continue to rise, resulting in 21 more hot days

(temperatures above 30 degrees Celsius) per year by 2050. On hot days productivity becomes

constrained, and the risk of wildfires skyrockets. In an already dry environment, wildfires can become

extremely destructive.

Sea-level rise and Storm Surges

Sea levels are expected to rise steadily for at least the next 200 years. The current thermal expansion of

the oceans will result in 0.25m – 0.75m of sea level rise by 2050, with associated swash run-up of roughly

3.0m – 3.5m above the mean sea level (excluding tidal influence).
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