
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
H A N D L I N G  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  G U I D E L I N E

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) refers to 
discarded or unwanted items that have the potential, 
even in small concentrations, to cause significant harm 
to your health and the environment due to its 
toxicological, chemical and/or physical characteristics. 
It should therefore be responsibly handled and 
disposed of, and this guideline provides the necessary 
information to assist in ensuring all HHW is safely 
managed in Saldanha Bay Municipality.

Remember, HHW may not be disposed 
of with your general or recyclable waste!

WHAT ABOUT TYRES?
Tyres are classified as special waste and is generated by both 
households and businesses. Due to their value as well as 
disruptive nature within a disposal site, they are not allowed 
to be disposed of at landfill.

The Waste Management Bureau is responsible for collecting 
and treating/recycling all old tyres from tyre retailers. 
Therefore, any old or used tyres should be returned to tyre 
retailers and are not accepted at municipal disposal sites.

How will I 
dispose of 

this?

Is there a 
less harmful 
alternative?

How do I 
use this 
safely?

There is always some risk with hazardous 
items, so before buying, ask yourself:

Dispose your HHW at Vredenburg Landfill 
and Langebaan Transfer Station for FREE!

HHW refers to potentially harmful items that are no longer needed 
or are being discarded, including both the containers and the waste 
itself. Examples of HHW include:

• Batteries
• Medication
• Fertilisers and pesticides
• Pool chemicals
• Paint, thinners, varnish
• Fuel, used oil
• Fluorescent tubes, light bulbs
• Ink cartridges
• Asbestos
• E-waste (any electrical or battery-operated objects)

These items need to be properly handled, stored and disposed of.  
They can potentially cause great harm if they end up in the wrong 
place, but with the correct management, can be safely used.

HOW TO SAFELY HANDLE AND STORE HHW?
HHW may not be disposed of with your general or recyclable 
waste and therefore needs to be safely stored prior to disposal. 
Below are a few key things to remember:

• To safely store hazardous waste at home, it's essential to keep 
dangerous materials in their original, well-sealed containers and 
clearly label them with their contents and associated risks 
(flammable, corrosive, etc.). 

• Store them in a dry, cool, and well-ventilated area, away from living 
spaces, food, water, and heat sources. 

• Use sturdy, leak-proof containers, and separate different types of 
hazardous waste (e.g., chemicals, batteries, paint) to prevent 
dangerous reactions. 

• If storing volatile substances like solvents or cleaners, ensure the 
area is well-ventilated and consider locking the area to keep it 
secure from children and pets.

HOW TO SAFELY DISPOSE OF HHW?

WHAT IS HHW?

Never dispose of hazardous waste with your general or recyclable 
waste, or down the drain. HHW should be safely stored until you 
are able to safely dispose of it. To ensure you can safely dispose of 
your HHW, the Saldanha Bay Municipality has set up free HHW 
collection points at:
• Vredenburg Landfill 
• Langebaan Transfer Site 

Unused, expired or unwanted medication can be returned to your 
local pharmacy for safe disposal. Where possible, unwanted 
e-waste that is still usable should be reused, repaired, or sold to 
extend the lifespan of these materials. 

U S E F U L  C O N TA C T S

There are various organisations that can assist with the proper 
disposal of used and/or unwanted household and business 
hazardous waste:

ROSE Foundation: Their responsibility is to ensure that used oil 
is collected, transported, stored, and recycled responsibly to protect 
the environment in South Africa. Visit their website to learn more 
about what to do with used oil, find drop-off points, and learn how 
used oil gets recycled. (www.rosefoundation.org.za)
 
CropLife SA: A useful source of information on managing 
pesticides. They have extensive resources on cleaning, triple rinsing, 
recycling and disposal of containers and have a list of certified 
recyclers of empty pesticide packaging on their website. 
(www.croplife.co.za)
 
Circular Energy: A Producer Responsiblity Organisation (PRO) 
approved and registered to operate a nationwide take-back system 
for the collection, recycling, and environmentally sound processing of a 
variety of waste streams. Households and businesses can request a 
collection for used electric or electronic equipment, lighting or lighting 
equipment and batteries by submitting a form on their website. 
(www.circular-energy.org)

eWASA: They have extensive resources available to assist with the 
correct management of various waste products, including hazardous 
types such as electronic waste, batteries and oil. (www.ewasa.org)

Businesses are reminded that the municipal facilities only accept 
HOUSEHOLD hazardous waste. Businesses that generate hazardous 
waste must make use of private service providers to manage their 
hazardous waste streams. 

Protect the environment and your community. 
Dispose of HHW responsibly!

022 701 7079

www.sbm.gov.za

!


