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Welcome to Ranger’s guide 
to waste management in 

Saldanha Bay Municipality!

HI THERE! 
I’m Ranger, your friendly guide to 
everything waste-related in Saldanha 
Bay Municipality. Together, we’re going 
to take a journey through the ins and 
outs of keeping our community clean, 
green, and waste-free. So, grab a cup 
of coffee, settle in, and let’s get started!

FIND US ONLINE!
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WHAT’S IN THE GUIDE?



Waste management in Saldanha Bay 

Municipality is all about keeping our streets 

clean, our environment healthy, and our 

waste out of sight. My friends at the Solid 

Waste Department work tirelessly to ensure 

that waste is collected from every household 

and business, and that it’s disposed of 

responsibly.

We also focus a lot on waste minimisation—

this means we try to produce as little waste 

as possible. How do we do that? Well, we 

recycle, we compost, and we educate people 

about the best ways to manage their waste.

INTRODUCTION 
TO WASTE MANAGEMENT

	 Refuse collection schedule
I know, you probably don’t want to miss bin day! Waste is collected weekly, and the 

schedule is pretty straightforward:

Make sure your wheelie bins and recycling bags are at the curb by 07:00! Collections 

happen even on public holidays except for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. If 

there are any changes, you’ll hear about it on social media.

Mondays

Vredenburg

Tuesdays

Saldanha Bay

Wednesdays

Langebaan

Thursdays

St Helena 

Laingville 

Paternoster

Fridays

Hopefield 

Jacobsbaai 

Witteklip-

Vredenburg
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	 What can and cannot 
	 go in your wheelie bin
Not everything belongs in that green wheelie bin! Here’s the lowdown:

          ALLOWED

General household waste like 

packaging, food scraps, sanitary items, 

nappies, and broom sweepings. Place 

all waste in a bag BEFORE putting it in 

your wheelie bin.

           NOT ALLOWED

Hazardous waste, medical waste, 

large bulky items, e-waste, garden 

waste, builders rubble, recyclable 

waste or any items that could cause 

damage to the collection truck’s 

compaction system. 

	   How to apply for a wheelie bin

So, you need a wheelie bin? No problem! It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3:

And there you go! Your wheelie bin will be delivered to your doorstep, ready to 

serve you in all your waste disposal adventures.

1. Get the form
 You can collect an application form 

at your nearest municipal town 
office or download it online from the 
SBM website under Strategic Plans 
> Recycling & Waste Management.

2. Submit your form 
Once it’s filled out, hand it 

in at the town office 
or email it to 

Sue-Lynn Menas at 
Sue-Lynn.Menas@sbm.gov.za.

3. Pay the deposit 
(if needed). If it’s your first 
bin or a replacement, you 

might need to pay a deposit. 
Double-check with the office 

to confirm the amount.
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If you’re unsure 

where something 

goes, just ask 

me—I’m always 

around to help you 

figure it out!

If it’s recyclable, toss it in a clear bag, not the bin. 

Compostable? Even better—let’s get it into the 

composter. Only use your green wheelie bin for 

stuff that really has nowhere else to go but to the 

landfill. Waste not suitable for the green wheelie 

bin can be disposed of at the municipal drop off 

facility nearest to you (if under 1.5 tonnes, this 

waste can be disposed of for free).

?



	 Wheelie bin misuse and proper care

Taking good care of your wheelie bin is just as important as using it correctly. Always 

make sure waste is securely bagged before putting it inside. Overloading your bin? 

Not a good idea—the lid should close fully to prevent spillage. And don’t forget to 

give it a good clean now and then!

Please note: 
Only green wheelie bins issued 

by Saldanha Bay Municipality will 

be emptied on scheduled waste 

collection days.

Why is this important?
Using non-municipal bins disrupts 

the registration process for waste 

removal services and can lead to 

incorrect billing. To ensure fair 

and accurate charges, as well as 

an effective waste management 

system, only bins issued by 

Saldanha Bay Municipality will be 

serviced.

TOP TIP

Keep your bin in a 

secure place to avoid 

it going on unexpected 

adventures. Lost or 

damaged bins might cost 

you, so it’s best to 

look after it.

5

HOW DO I KNOW 
IF MY BIN IS OFFICIAL?
Official Saldanha Bay Municipality bins 

are easily identifiable. They are green 

and feature the “SBM” logo on the 

front, along with a serial number 

located on the side of the bin. These 

markings indicate that your bin is 

registered and eligible for collection.

Bins are strictly for waste disposal and may 

not be misused (e.g. for transporting goods 

such as wood or scrap). Bins should remain 

on the owner’s property. 



Dealing with household hazardous waste

E-WASTE RECYCLING
Saldanha Bay Municipality provides an e-waste recycling service at the Vredenburg 

Landfill Site and Langebaan Transfer Station. E-waste includes electronic items such 

as televisions, computers, refrigerators, stoves, and more.

The e-waste recycling service is exclusively for residents. Businesses must 

arrange hazardous waste disposal or e-waste recycling through authorised waste 

management companies.

Remember: Never toss hazardous waste into your wheelie bin. It could harm the 

environment and our community.

Storage tips 

for HHW:

• Keep items in 

their original, sealed 

containers, clearly 

labelled.

• Store them in a cool, 

dry, well-ventilated area 

away from food, heat 

sources, and children to 

prevent accidents.

Now, I know what you’re thinking—what 

do I do with batteries, paint, or those old 

electronics? Household hazardous waste 

(HHW) includes items like batteries, 

medications, paint, pesticides, and e-waste. 

These items can be dangerous if thrown into 

the general waste stream.

Luckily, the municipality has safe drop-

off points at Vredenburg Landfill Site and 

Langebaan Transfer Station. Just take your 

items there, and the team will handle it safely, 

free of charge.
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Getting your hands on 
recycling bags
If you’re part of the recycling program, you get clear 

recycling bags for free! Every time you put out full 

bags, you get replacements. Alternatively, a bag can 

be requested directly from the appointed recycling 

contractor as they service your area. Easy as that!

You can also pick up extra bags from your local 

municipal office—just bring your rates account 

number along. Certain shops also stock them, so you’ll 

never be caught without a bag for your recyclables.

	 The recycling programme 
	 and accepted materials
Recycling in Saldanha Bay is a breeze. Just pop your recyclables in a clear plastic bag 

and place it next to your wheelie bin on collection day.

WHAT HAPPENS TO MY RECYCLING? 

Your recyclables are taken to a special materials recovery facility at the Vredenburg 

landfill site where the different materials such as plastic, paper, tins, etc are sorted 

and baled for transport to reprocessing plants in Cape Town.

Here’s what you can recycle:

• Plastic: Bottles and containers

• Paper & Cardboard: Flattened & folded

• Glass: Bottles and jars

• Metal: Cans for drinks and food

• Cartons: Juice and milk boxes

The following items are not permitted:

• Food waste, scraps and peels

• Nappies and sanitary products

• Wet or food-spoiled paper & cardboard

• Old clothing and shoes
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R E C YC L I N G 
S T E P S

Separate your dry recyclable 
waste at home. Place plastic 
bottles, containers, paper, 
cardboard, glass bottles, 
jars, and metal tins into a 
clear plastic bag. No wet or 
food waste.On collection day, place 

your recycling next to 
your wheelie bin. Flatten 
large cardboard boxes and 
place them next to the bin. 
Put your recycling bags on 
top to prevent boxes from 

blowing away. You will receive clear 
replacement bags, free of 
charge. For example, if you 
placed 2 full bags out, you’ll 
get 2 empty bags in return.

Use these bags to continue 
recycling at home!

Recycling reduces waste, helps the environment, and keeps our streets clean. Let’s keep it up, team!

1
STEP

4
STEP

3
STEP

2
STEP



	     Using transfer stations and the landfill

A transfer station is a waste management facility where waste is temporarily 

stored and consolidated before being transported to a designated disposal site. In 

Saldanha Bay Municipality, there is one landfill site, one transfer station, one materials 

recovery facility (for recycling) and six waste drop-off sites available to the public.

A landfill is a legally regulated site designed for the permanent disposal of waste, 

where it is carefully covered to ensure safety and minimise environmental impact. 

The health and safety of both the public and the environment are paramount in 

landfill operations.  As a result, certain types of waste, such as tyres, hazardous 

waste, and builder’s rubble, are excluded from landfill disposal.

DID YOU KNOW?
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The following types of waste can be 

disposed of at the designated transfer 

station,  drop-off sites or landfill site:

• General waste

• Household waste

• Garden waste

• Construction rubble

• Organic waste

WASTE FACILITIES:
• Vredenburg Landfill Site

• Vredenburg Materials Recovery Facility

• Langebaan Transfer Station

• Hopefield public drop-off

• Laingville public drop-off

• Stompneus Bay public drop-off

• Paternoster public drop-off

• Diazville public drop-off

• Kalkrug public drop-off

Important! Hazardous waste may not 
be disposed of at the drop-off site.

Loads weighing less than 1.5 tons can be dropped off for FREE, once per day.

Landfill, Transfer Station and Drop-offs opening hours:
Monday - Friday: 08:00 - 18:00

Saturday: 08:00 - 14:00



Skips for larger waste disposal
In certain areas, waste skips are provided as designated collection points for the 

aggregation of waste. These skips offer residents a legal and convenient place to 

dispose of their waste. Skips may not be used by contractors or businesses in the 

area.

The following types of waste can be placed in these skips:

• Residential general waste

• Garden waste

• Bulky waste

• Builder’s rubble
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Important: 
Night buckets (toilet waste) are not 

allowed to be emptied into these skips. 

They should be properly disposed of in toilets. 

Dumping night buckets in the skips can lead 

to contamination, posing serious health and 

safety risks for both waste collection workers 

and the environment. Also, if you are not a 

permanent resident of the area in which the 

skip is placed, you may not make use of that 

skip – it is for residents only. 



Illegal dumping and littering
Saldanha Bay Municipality takes great pride in maintaining clean and litter-free towns. 

The municipality provides exceptional waste management services to ensure that 

our community remains pristine, and we encourage all residents to work together 

in keeping our environment clean. Even though all formal households have access to 

door-to-door waste collection services, and almost every town has a waste facility 

with no cost for waste disposed under 1.5ton per day, illegal dumping and littering 

is a major challenge. Residents are encouraged to join groups that conduct regular 

clean-ups and act as activists for a cleaner, brighter future. The waste management 

department supports community programs. Together we can conquer the illegal 

dumping and littering “pandemic”.

An important clause from the Saldanha Bay Municipality Integrated Waste 

Management by-law is stipulated below:

“No person may drop, throw, deposit, spill, dump, or in any other way discard any 

waste into or onto any public place, public road, municipal drain, land, vacant erf, 

stream, or any other location, nor may they allow anyone under their control (e.g., 

workers, tenants, or customers) to do so.”

Littering and illegal dumping are serious offenses, and those found guilty may 

face penalties, including fines.

	     TO REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING,
	         CONTACT 022 701 7079
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Composting 
and how to apply for a composter

FREE MULCH? With sandy soils 
on the West Coast, chipped garden 
material improves soil and acts as 
a cover mulch to retain moisture 
and reduce water use. Use it for 
pathways or turn it into compost 
for soil enrichment. Nurseries, 
gardeners, farmers and landowners 
can take advantage of this valuable 
material by purchasing it at a 
very reasonable tariffs for bulk 
purchases. Residents participating 
in the home composting project 
can collect a bag of mulch at any 
of the waste management facilities 
for free, Chipped garden material 
can be collected at Vredenburg and 
Langebaan disposal sites. Pay at any 
municipal enquiry office and bring 
own transport for collection and 
transportation of chipped material.

Turning your organic waste into compost is a 

fantastic way to reduce waste and enrich your 

garden! Saldanha Bay Municipality residents can apply 

for free home composting kits. Simply collect your 

kitchen scraps, layer them with garden waste, and in 

a few weeks, you’ll have rich compost ready to use.

With the Western Cape’s ban on organic waste 

to landfill coming into effect by 2027, now is the 

perfect time to start composting. Don’t miss out – 

kits are limited! Apply at your local municipal office 

or download an application form from our website. 

Take part in this fantastic initiative and help create a 

cleaner, greener future!

You can apply for a home composter at your local 

municipal office or online. Join the composting 

movement and help us reduce landfill waste while 

greening up your own space!

The following documentation is available on the 

website: 

• Home composting kit guideline

• Home composting infographic

• Home composting kit troubleshooting

• Home composting kit application form
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USEFUL VIDEOS:
1. Introduction to composting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WK9uFdQR0g

2. Harvesting compost: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ6g_YCb9BE

3. Composting problems: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxj00xmGz7c



	   Understanding the 
	   municipality’s waste by-laws
Did you know that the municipality has strict waste management by-laws? 

These regulations ensure that waste is handled properly and disposed 

of safely. Dumping waste illegally or misusing municipal bins can result in 

fines, so it’s important to follow the rules. If you want to know more, the 

full by-law can be found on the municipal website under Governments > 

Policies & By-Laws.

	    Waste management for house shops
Do you have a house shop? Participate in the door-to-door recycling program to 

reduce the amount of waste going to landfill. By participating you will be creating 

additional space in your green wheelie bin for residual; (landfill) waste and saving 

yourself money and the environment. It is important that waste generated from 

your shop, or your customers are properly managed. You must obtain additional 

green wheelie bins to deal with excess waste that cannot be recycled and make use 

of the drop-offs or landfill for bulky waste that does not fit in the green wheelie 

bin. Ensure that your customers do not litter or dump waste.

	    Waste reclaimers
The municipality is aware that, in some instances, waste reclaimers create 

issues in terms of waste management, littering, etc. The municipality has 

conducted a waste reclaimer survey to better understand the waste 

reclaimers workings and are exploring options to manage the complex 

relationship between waste reclaimers, the public and the municipality. 

Further updates will be provided in due course.
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Ward committee engagements 
and public participation
Your voice matters! Ward committee engagements are a great way to get involved

in waste management decisions in your area.  Speak to their ward councillor or 

ward committee members with regards to waste management matters. Public 

participation allows you to share your concerns, suggest improvements, and take 

part in community clean-ups. Join existing public clean-up campaigns such as United 

Against Litter and We Love Laingville.  

Together, we can make Saldanha Bay a cleaner, greener place for everyone.

Well done for making it all the way through Ranger’s 
guide to waste management in Saldanha Bay Municipality! 
I hope you feel well-informed and ready to do your part in keeping 

our community clean and green. Remember, proper waste management 

starts with each of us, and together, we can make a real difference. 

See you 
around 
town!
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