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PER E-MAIL
Dear Ms Aphane

COMMENTS ON THE AMENDED DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
2ND AURORA-JUNO 400KV POWERLINE AND ASSOCIATED SUBSTATION WORKS IN THE
WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE.

The application for environmental authorisation, draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) received by this
Department on 02 April 2025, comments on the draft BAR dated 17 April 2025, the amended draft BAR
received by the Department on 24 July 2025 refer.

This letter serves to inform you that the following information must be included in the final BAR:
1.  Application Form
a) Please ensure that a pre-negotiated route with the landowner(s) consent as per Reg 5 of GNR
113 is submitted with the final BAR.

b) Please ensure that approval from the management authority of the affected nature reserves
which states that they are in support of the proposed development transversing the nature
reserves is submitted with the final BAR.

c) Please ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to
the development activity or infrastructure as described in the project description. Only activities
applicable to the development must be applied for and assessed. The onus is on the EAP and
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2.

applicant to ensure that no other activities are triggered, and the correct activities are applied

for.

d) Please explain what the establishment of 400kV feeder bays at the Juno and Aurora
substations entails. Are there listed activities triggered by the proposed upgrades at the two
substations?

e) It is imperative that the relevant authorities are continuously involved throughout the
assessment process as the development property possibly falls within geographically
designated areas in terms of numerous GN R. 985 Activities. Written comments must be
obtained from the relevant authorities and submitted to this Department. In addition, a graphical
representation of the proposed development within the respective geographical areas must be
provided.

Layout & Sensitivity Maps

a) A copy of the final preferred layout map must be submitted in the final BAR. All available
biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of the layout map. Existing infrastructure
must be used as far as possible e.g. roads. The layout map must indicate the following:

Clear indication of the location and envisioned area of the two substations and the pre-
negotiated route for the proposed 2" Aurora-Juno 400kV powerline, including the “1.8km
deviation between Towers 46 and 51 in order to avoid the Berg River Estuary”, all supporting
associated infrastructure mapped at an appropriate scale;

If there are any expansion related activities envisaged for the Aurora and Juno Substations,
this must be depicted on the site layout plan;

All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g., roads (existing and proposed); and

All existing infrastructure on the site;

Permanent and temporary laydown area footprints;

The location of sensitive environmental features on-site e.g. the Berg River and Estuary and
Verlorenvlei River and Estuary, CBAs, heritage sites, rivers, wetlands, drainage lines,
protected environments, etc. that will be affected by the facilities and associated
infrastructure.

Location of access and service roads;

Buffer areas; and

All “no-go” areas.

b) A sensitivity map indicating environmentally sensitive areas and features identified during the
assessment process e.g., Estuaries, rivers, CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands, drainage lines, etc.
that will be affected by the proposed facilities and associated infrastructure.

c) Please ensure that all the buffer zones recommended by the specialists are illustrated on the
maps and the layout map must be overlain by all the sensitivities.

d) It must be emphasised that the final BAR must include a final layout map which adheres
to specialist recommendations, buffers as well as the identified no-go areas in terms of
pylons positions.

Alternatives
Please ensure that a pre-negotiated route, including deviations showing pylon positions is
submitted with the final BAR.
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4.

Public Participation Process

a)

c)

d)

h)

The Public Participation Process (PPP) must be conducted in terms of Regulation 39, 40, 41,
42,43 and 44 of the 2014 NEMA EIA Regulations, as amended (the EIA Regulations). You are
required to display notice boards in English and one other local language.

Please ensure that all issues raised and comments received during the circulation of the draft
BAR and during the circulation of the amended draft BAR from registered Interested and
Affected Parties (I&APs) and organs of state (including this Department's Biodiversity
‘BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za’ Section, Forest Resource Protection and Protected Areas Planning
and Management Effectiveness Directorate, Western Cape: DEADP, District and Local
Authorities; Private Nature Reserves (If applicable), Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve,
SANPARKS (If applicable), BirdLife South Africa, CapeNature, Friends of the Verlorenvlei, the
Elands Bay Environmental Action Group, affected ratepayers’ associations, other relevant civil
and community-based organisations and others that have jurisdiction in respect of the proposed
activity are adequately addressed and included in the final BAR.

This Department takes notes that the proposed project traverse through the Cape West Coast
Biosphere Reserve and may be located within 5km Aan de Klipheuvel Nature Reserve. As such
you are required to obtain comments from the management authority of Aan de Klipheuvel
Nature Reserve and the Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve. Comments must also be
obtained from the Department’s Biodiversity Section: BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za, Department’s
Biodiversity and Conservation: Biosphere Reserve (Mr Vongani Maringa, email:
vmaringa@dffe.gov.za).

Whilst it is acknowledged that comments received from the Biodiversity Law Centre,
CapeNature, Western Cape Estuaries and Birdlife South Africa were responded to, the
Department is of the opinion that these comments were not adequately responded to. All
comments from I&APs must be copied verbatim and responded to clearly. Please note that a
response such as “noted or acknowledged receipt of email’ is not regarded as an adequate
response to I&AP’s comments. You are required to adequately respond to all the issues,
comments and concerns raised during the public participation process.

Ensure that the I&AP database is included.

Copies of original comments received from I&APs and organs of state, which have jurisdiction
in respect of the proposed activity are submitted to the Department with the final BAR and must
be incorporated into a Comments and Response Report (CRR).

Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders on the current application must be
included in the final BAR. Should you be unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted
to the Department of the attempts that were made to obtain comments. In terms of Regulation
41(2)(b) of the EIA Regulations, please provide proof of written notice for the availability of the
amended BAR for comment.

The CRR report must be a separate document from the main report.

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr)

Itis drawn to your attention that for overhead electricity transmission and distribution infrastructure,
and any other listed and specified activities necessary for the realisation of such activities, the
generic EMPr, contemplated in Regulation 19(4) must be used and submitted with the final report.

Environmental Impact Statement

Please ensure to include an environmental impact statement which contains —

a summary of the key findings of the environmental impact assessment;
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e a map at an appropriate scale which superimposes the proposed activity and its associated
structures and infrastructure on the environmental sensitivities of the site indicating any areas
that should be avoided, including buffers; and

e asummary of the positive and negative impacts and risks of the proposed activity and identified
alternatives.

General
Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 19 of the Regulations, your
application will lapse.

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act,
ActNo. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation
being granted by the Department.

Yours faithfully

—ft—

Mr Sabelo Malaza

Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries & the Environment

Signed by: Mr Wayne Hector

Designation: Deputy Director: Prioritised Infrastructure Projects
Date: 22/08/2025

cc: | David Tunnicliff NTCSA SOC Ltd Email: TunnicDA@ntcsa.co.za
Gerhard Gerber Western Cape: DEA&DP Email: gerhard.gerber@westerncape.gov.za
Western Cape: DEA&DP Email: DEADPEIAAdmin@westerncape.gov.za
Thesme van Zyl Matzikama Local Municipality Email: thesme@matzikama.gov.za
- Cederberg Local Municipality Email: maxwell@cederbergmun.gov.za
Randall Swarts Berg River Local Municipality Email: Speaker@bergmun.org.za
Speaker Ald Olwene Daniels Saldanha Bay Local Municipality Email: mun@sbm.gov.za
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