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INFORMATION STATEMENT

Public comment on the intention of Saldanha Bay Municipality to enter into a
water supply agreement with the Department of Water and Sanitation to obtain
water from the proposed Berg River-Voélvlei Augmentation Scheme (BRVAS).

The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 108 of 1996) has given municipalities
developmental responsibilities and sections 152 and 153 of the Constitution provides that local
government is responsible for the provision of services to communities in a sustainable manner
and must structure and manage its administration, and budgeting and planning processes to give
priority to the basic needs of the community.

To this end Saldanha Bay Municipality must ensure adequate water sources are augmented to
sustain current and future water demand for the benefit of residents of Saldanha Bay Local
Municipality. The municipality has implemented various water augmentation projects on local level,
but it is necessary for Saldanha Bay Municipality to partner with other water users of the Western
Cape Water Supply (WCWSS) to ensure the WCWSS which is the main water source for Saldanha
Bay Municipality is Augmented to the benefit of all participating users.

The Minister of Human Settlement, Water and Sanitation issued a directive to Trans Caledon
Tunnel Association (TCTA) in May 2017 regarding the funding and implementation of the BRVAS
and the subsequent negotiation of the Water Supply Agreement (WSA) to cover the cost of
implementing the project between Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) and users. A WSA
has been compiled after extension consultations and negotiations between TCTA, DWS and the
users of the system.

The project will augment 23 million m3annum by the construction of a low-level weir and pump
station at the Lorelei site and a 6.3km long pipeline to deliver the water into the Voélvlei Dam. The
pipeline will be designed for reverse operation and will pump high flows during the winter to the
Voélvlei Dam but will also do releases during the summer for downstream users and to supply
water for the ecological reserve for the Berg River and specifically the estuary.

The users consist of 5 Local Authorities, one metro and the Lower Berg irrigation Board. Saldanha
Bay Municipality intents to enter into the agreement for a 1 million m3/annum allocation to increase
water resources capacity.

For users from the WCWSS to receive an allocation from the BRVAS the DWS requires that a
WSA be concluded between DWS and the water user prior to the start of the project. In terms of
the WSA the water user agrees amongst other to take up its licensed allocation from the BRVAS
and to make payments for the capital unit charge and the operation and maintenance costs.

The final implementation cost for the BRVAS will be known once it has been commissioned which
is estimated to be in the 2024/25 financial year. The indicative capital unit charge is R 4.269/ms3 for



a 20-year repayment period. The provisional allocation for Saldanha Bay Municipality is 1.0 million
m3/annum which equates to an annual repayment obligation of R 4 269 000.00.

Entering the WSA will therefore impose financial obligations on the Municipality beyond the
approved 2021/22 multi-year budget.

Notice is further given in accordance with section 21 and 21A of the Local Government Municipal
Systems Act, N0.32 of 2000 that:

1. The local community and other interested parties are invited to submit comments or
representations to the Municipality in respect of the information statement and proposed
Water Supply Agreement.

2. Copies of the information statement and proposed Water Supply Agreement are available
for inspection at any municipal office and on the website at www.sbm.gov.za

Please contact Mr. D Wright at 022 701 6988 or david.wright@sbm.gov.za for further information.

Written comments or representations are awaited between 2 December 2021 and 25 January 2022
(31 days excluding the holiday period from 16 December 2021 to 9 January 2022). The inputs must
be submitted via email to david.wright@sbm.gov.za or by mail to the Postal address provided
below. All comments or representations must be clearly referenced as: SBM: BRVAS-water
supply agreement: section 33 process.
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